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Position Title: Veterinarian 

Location: Greater Vancouver Zoo – Aldergrove, British Columbia 

Reports To: Director of Animal Care 

 

The Greater Vancouver Zoo (GVZoo), a CAZA-accredited institution, is seeking a dynamic, skilled, and forward-

thinking Veterinarian to lead and advance our clinical and preventative medicine program. 

This is more than a clinical role. It is an opportunity to help design and build the next phase of zoological 

veterinary care at GVZoo — including professional leadership in the planning and development of a modern 

large-animal surgical and diagnostic facility. The successful candidate will play a central role in advancing 

animal welfare outcomes, strengthening accreditation readiness, and shaping long-term veterinary 

infrastructure. 

We welcome applications from veterinarians across disciplines — zoological, wildlife, exotic, mixed practice, 

large animal, or advanced companion animal — who are motivated by complexity, collaboration, and impact. 

As Veterinarian at GVZoo, you will provide comprehensive medical care to a diverse collection of mammals, 

birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish, and invertebrates. You will integrate clinical excellence with preventative 

health strategy, welfare oversight, regulatory compliance, and institutional leadership. 

You will work closely with animal care managers, keepers, veterinary technicians, and senior leadership to 

embed veterinary medicine into every aspect of animal management. 

 

Key Areas of Impact: 

Clinical Veterinary Medicine 

• Deliver routine, urgent, and emergency medical care across taxa 

• Perform diagnostics, surgery, anesthesia planning and monitoring 

• Develop and oversee treatment protocols, vaccination programs, and medication administration 

• Provide humane, ethical end-of-life care 

Preventative Medicine & Welfare Leadership 

• Develop and maintain a comprehensive Preventative Medicine Program 

• Lead quarantine and biosecurity protocols 

• Conduct risk-based health and welfare assessments 

• Oversee parasite surveillance, infectious disease screening, and routine wellness care 

• Collaborate on nutrition, enrichment, cooperative care, reproduction, and contraception strategies 

• Proactively identify and mitigate zoonotic risks 

Diagnostics & Disease Surveillance 
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• Perform or coordinate laboratory diagnostics and imaging 

• Conduct necropsies and coordinate laboratory follow-up 

• Maintain complete and compliant medical records (ZIMS preferred) 

• Review health documentation for acquisitions and transfers 

Emergency & On-Call Care 

• Participate in a 24/7 on-call emergency system 

• Respond to trauma, acute illness, dystocia, anesthetic events, and post-surgical complications 

• Coordinate specialist referrals when required 

 

Veterinary Facility Development 

A defining element of this role is leadership in the planning and development of an expanded on-site veterinary 

surgical and diagnostic facility capable of supporting large animal and complex zoological procedures. 

You will: 

• Advise on the design and workflow of surgical theatres, induction/recovery areas, diagnostic spaces, 

and biosecure holding 

• Lead identification and acquisition of modern veterinary equipment (radiography, ultrasound, 

anesthesia systems, laboratory equipment, surgical instrumentation) 

• Develop equipment protocols, maintenance schedules, and staff training programs 

• Collaborate with architects, engineers, contractors, and regulatory authorities 

• Strengthen internal diagnostic capacity and reduce reliance on external referrals 

 

Accreditation, Compliance & Institutional Leadership 

• Support and maintain CAZA accreditation standards 

• Ensure compliance with CFIA, CVBC, and relevant legislation 

• Participate in inspections, audits, and accreditation reviews 

• Develop and maintain veterinary SOPs 

• Contribute to capital planning, budgeting, grant applications, and long-term program sustainability 
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Qualifications 

Required 

• DVM from an accredited institution 

• Licensed and in good standing with the College of Veterinarians of British 

Columbia (CVBC) 

• 3–5+ years of clinical experience 

• Demonstrated competency in diagnostics, anesthesia, surgery, and emergency care 

• Willingness to participate in on-call rotation 

Strongly Preferred 

• Zoological, wildlife, exotic, or mixed animal experience 

• Experience in accredited institutions (CAZA or equivalent) 

• Membership in CAZA and/or AAZV 

• Experience contributing to veterinary facility design or program expansion 

• Familiarity with cooperative care and interdisciplinary animal management 

Veterinarians from large animal or advanced surgical companion animal practice who are interested in 

transitioning into zoological medicine are encouraged to apply. 

 

Working Environment 

This is a full-time position requiring flexibility, including evenings, weekends, and holidays as operational needs 

require. Work is performed across zoo grounds, animal enclosures, and clinical settings. The role involves 

physical demands and requires emotional resilience in the face of medical emergencies and end-of-life care. 

 

Why Join Greater Vancouver Zoo? 

• Contribute to a CAZA-accredited institution committed to animal welfare 

• Lead the expansion of veterinary infrastructure and clinical capability 

• Work with a collaborative, mission-driven animal care team 

• Influence capital development and long-term institutional growth 

• Practice complex, meaningful medicine across diverse species 

This role is ideal for a veterinarian who wants to practice high-level medicine, contribute strategically to 

infrastructure development, and help shape the future of zoological care in British Columbia. 
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Location: 5048 – 264 Street, Aldergrove, BC, Canada 

Website: gvzoo.com 

Apply to: hr@gvzoo.com 

 

Qualified candidates are invited to submit a cover letter and CV outlining their clinical experience and interest 

in zoological veterinary medicine to hr@gvzoo.com 

 

 


